Embassy of the United States of America

Moscow, Russia

October 16, 2013

Dear Sir/Madam:

The U.S. Embassy in Moscow eagerly anticipates the New Orleans Festival which we are
sponsoring in Russia in 2014. This festival will highlight the rich culture of New Orleans and
Louisiana and underscore American diversity and dynamism to our Russian audiences.

The New Orleans Festival/Moscow2014 will be held over a two-month period in late spring with
activities at various venues and events around Moscow, as well as an American music tour
around Russia which will end at our annual Independence Day celebration in Moscow on July 4.
By showcasing New Orleans and Louisiana, we will be highlighting the breadth and depth of
American culture. The festival will be an overlapping display of the region’s world-famous
music, cuisine, dance, film and visual art, as well as the cultural traditions of modern
Louisianians, including indigenous peoples and Cajun communities.

We are excited to be working with excellent institutional partners in Moscow, such as the
renowned Usadba Jazz Festival — one of the largest jazz festivals in Europe with more than
30,000 attendees annually. Our American performers and exhibitors will occupy a separate
music tent and display area at Usadba during the festival weekend in mid-June; the American
participation will encompass music, dance, parading, Mardi Gras Indians, and cuisine.

The Multimedia Museum/Moscow House of Photography will host a month-long exhibition of
New Orleans photography and the Gogol Center in the heart of Moscow will be one of the hosts
for the New Orleans independent film festival being planned. Discussions are under way with the
Moscow Museum of Modern Art to host a contemporary art exhibition. One of Moscow’s most
exciting central-city restaurants will team with New Orleans’ chefs on the cuisine. And the
planning continues!

We are grateful to our growing list of friends in Louisiana for their hard work in organizing this
high-profile event sponsored by the U.S. government, including participants from the Arts
Council of New Orleans, the Southern Food and Beverage Institute, the New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival and Foundation, the University of New Orleans’ Departments of Arts
Administration, Film and Music, the Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, the New
Orleans Visitors and Convention Bureau, the National Performance Network, and numerous
artists and other individuals, with the list continuing to expand. We particularly acknowledge the
work of our long time colleague and friend, Tony Micocci, who is coordinating the festival
participation on the American side.



I invite you to join our conversation and planning. I look forward to presenting the vibrant New
Orleans and Lousiana culture to Russia through the New Orleans Festival/Moscow 2014 next
year and welcome your participation.

Please feel free to email me at sextonjr@state.gov if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Sexton

Minister-Counselor for Press and Culture
U.S. Embassy in Moscow



